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being who could make a Hell; and who could create
countless generations of human beings with the
certain foreknowledge that he was creating them for
this fate. Is there any moral enormity which might
not be justified by imitation of such a Deity ? And
is it possible to adore such a one without a frightful
distortion of the standard of right and wrong? Any
other of the outrages to the most ordinary justice and
humanity involved in the common Christian con-
ception of the moral character of God, sinks into
insignificance beside this dreadful idealization of
wickedness. Most of them too, are happily not so
unequivocally deducible from th.e very words of Christ
as to be indisputably a part of Christian doctrine. It
may be doubted, for instance, whether Christianity is
really responsible for atonement and redemption, origi-
nal sin and vicarious punishment: and the same may
be said respecting the doctrine which makes belief in
the divine mission of Christ a necessary condition of
salvation. It is nowhere represented that Christ
himself made this statement, except in the huddled-up
account of the Eesurrection contained in the con-
cluding verses of St. Mark, which some critics (I
believe the best), consider to be an interpolation.
Again, the proposition that " the powers that be are
ordained of God" and the whole series of corollaries
deduced from it in the Epistles, belong to St. Paul,
and must stand or fall with Paulism, not with